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to use the Danube, and to construct longitudinal railways to link their
mountainous territories. In the Banat in the south-east the Hungarians
were despoiled to increase the lands of the Yugo-Slavs. Transylvania
in the east was one of the most important regions of Hungary, partly
because it remained relatively free from Turkish occupation during the
struggles in the seventeenth century. Taking advantage of the recent
conflict the Hungarians occupied a large part of former Czecho-
slovakia and Roumania (Fig, 89), so that the Hungary of today
has more nearly the area which it had before 1918. To include the bulk
of the Czeklers the new Hungarian territory inevitably contains
thousands of Roumanian peasants. Here again the boundaries are not
yet final.
There were many more "sore spots" in Europe, notably the Polish
Corridor, but enough has been written to show how difficult it is to
use cultural limits as the criterion of national boundaries. For instance,
it would seem to have been a much better plan to have made the Polish
outlet to the Baltic run between Lithuania and East Prussia, rather than
to split the Junker lands of East Prussia from their brethren in Germany
to the west. The Sudeten German lands on the northern border of
Czechoslovakia might logically be transferred to the adjacent Reich,
except for their peculiar location on the flat horst-blocks which form the
boundaries of Czecho-Slovakia. The Czechs felt that these natural
bastions of their land should be ruled by themselves, especially as the
German occupants had lived peaceably within the Austrian (anti-
Prussian) Empire for several centuries. However, most of the Sudeten
Germans are now being transferred to pre-war German territory.
BOUNDARY CHANGES IN GERMANY AND POLAND 1939 TO 1946
As a result of the recent war very great changes have taken place in
the territories of Germany ancl Poland. These are charted in Fig. 87a.
The major "sore spot" shown on Fig. 87, as stated, has been removed,
since these lands containing few but Russian folk have now been
incorporated in the U.S.S.R. The Curzon Line, suggested at the end
of the 191448 war, has been adopted almost wholly. As some
recompense for this loss, and for the damage caused by the Nazis, very
large areas have been given to Poland. Southern "East Prussia," where
Mazurian Poles lived, has been allotted to Poland; while the Soviets
take the northern portion of this area, including the port of Konigsberg.